
 

Dear Friends 
  
We are now well and truly into Autumn and whilst we have had some sunny days, the rain is returning 
with a vengeance and walking Byron is becoming something of a damp experience. But as Billy 
Connelly put it, "there is no such thing as bad weather, only inappropriate clothing !" 

However, this is a minor inconvenience when compared to those affected by the fuel shortage and the 
absence of certain items on the supermarket shelves. And whilst these particular issues are perhaps 
settling down by the time you read this, it does demonstrate how fragile our supply lines are and how 
dependant we are on each other and upon the complex inter-relationships between every aspect of 
society. Although it was Mrs. Thatcher who famously said that there was no such thing as society 
(though it was argued that this statement and its connotations were taken out of context), recent events, 
highlighting the shortage of lorry drivers for transporting goods and fuel and the wide ranging 
consequences of this - for example, the failure of carers and health care workers to get to work and the 
effects of this on vulnerable people missing renal dialysis and meals etc, show that clearly there is a 
societal infrastructure that is essential for maintaining our current way of life.  

Although some of these shortages and the pandemic are not in our direct control, there are things we can 
do to help ease the situation and in Stocksbridge we have seen the benefits of our local community care 
structures in helping people through the pandemic. In particular, there have been numerous examples of 
good samaritan actions on our WhatsApp group, not only for each other, but for other members of the 
community too. So not only does the NHS and other caring professions and essential workers need a 
round of applause, you all do too.  

An item for information from the URC Synod, if anyone is interested. Lawrence Moore will lead a 
series of sessions on the gospel of Luke. A recent series on Mark was well received. It will be conducted 
on Zoom on the following dates: 2nd, 4th, 9th & 11th November at 10.00am-11.30am and repeated at 
7.30pm-9.00pm. Book your place by emailing the Synod Office at : office@urcyorkshire.org.uk  or by 
telephone : 01132 898490. 

Also, we are looking to see if anyone is able to oversee the Christmas Day lunch / party this year. A 
number of people are willing to help out and, depending on what sort of "meal" is decided upon, this can 
be organised ahead of time by others. But we need someone to be in charge of the day. Last year we 
ordered pre-frozen meals but most were delivered rather than there being an actual get together, but it is 
more the "get together" that is the value, rather than the food, even if it's only turkey sandwiches and 
cake. If anyone wishes to offer or just volunteer to help in some way, please contact John on 
07985266411 or Rachel on 07538419263  

Also , please don't forget the Steel Vally Beacon performance of A Midsummer Night's Dream on Friday 
and Saturday, if you haven't already been. 

Best Wishes and every Blessing  
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