
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Call to worship 
 
Come apart from your busyness. 
Leave your stresses at the door. 
Come and reconnect with our Lord. 
Remain in him and grow. 
Grow closer, grow deeper. 
Grow and be fruitful. 
Come and glorify our Lord. 
 

Hymn :  639  By Mary Peters, (1813-1856) 
 
Through the love of God our Saviour, 
all will be well. 
Free and changeless is his favour, 
all, all is well. 
Precious is the blood that healed us, 
perfect is the grace that sealed us, 
strong the hand stretched forth to shield us, 
all must be well. 
 
Though we pass through tribulation, 
all will be well. 
Ours is such a full salvation, 
all, all is well. 
Happy, still in God confiding, 
fruitful, if in Christ abiding, 
holy, through the Spirit’s guiding, 
all must be well. 
 
We expect a bright tomorrow, 
all will be well. 
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, 
'All, all is well.' 
On our Father’s love relying, 
Jesus every need supplying, 
in our living, in our dying, 
all must be well 

 
Welcome and Activity 
 
Joys and Concerns  
 
Offertory Prayer 
 
The Lectionary 
 
Acts 8.26-40; Psalm 22.25-31; 1 John 4.7-21; John 
15.1-8 

 
Bible Reading  John 15 vv 1-8 
 
The Vine and the Branches 
 
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
3 You are already clean because of the word I have 
spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in 
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 
unless you remain in me. 
 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not 
remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown 
away and withers; such branches are picked up, 
thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in 
me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you.  
 

8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

 
Word  
 
Hymn 389, by Carl Daw (b 1944) 
 
Like the murmur of the dove's song, 
       like the challenge of her flight, 
like the vigour of the wind's rush, 
       like the new flame's eager might: 
       Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
To the members of Christ's body, 
       to the branches of the Vine, 
to the Church in faith assembled, 
       to her midst as gift and sign: 
       Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
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With the healing of division, 
       with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 
with the power to love and witness, 
       with the peace beyond compare: 
       Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
Prayers 
 
Gracious Lord,  
we come to you aware of our failings and conscious 
that we have tried to live in our own strength. 
Forgive us and reconnect us to your vine. 
We have resisted the challenge of change and not 
trusted your truth. 
Forgive us and reconnect us to your vine. 
We have rooted ourselves in our wills and not in 
your word. 
Forgive us and reconnect us to your vine. 
We have looked for quick fixes and not kingdom-
shaped growth. 
Forgive us and reconnect us to your vine. 
Amen.  
 
Lord, we thank you that  
when our faith becomes straggly, you prune it with 
your wisdom; 
when it becomes malnourished, you nurture it 
with your grace; 
when it becomes brittle, you strengthen it with 
your truth; 
when it becomes barren, you restore it with your 
life-giving energy, forgiveness and love. 
Amen. 
 
A Reflection on Jesus’ words. 
 
I am the vine.  
I am your origin, your nutrients, your mainstay.  
Root yourself in me.  
Let yourself be fed.  
Let yourself grow…closer and deeper.  
And in the growing, allow the pruning.  
Allow me to prune, to trim, to cut away your broken 
branches,  
your fruitless parts,  
your strivings,  
branches that are going to seed.  
And watch and wait. 
Wait for the new shoots. 
Wait for the new fruits to bud slowly and open 
gently. 
Turn to my warmth, and let your fruits open in my 
glory. 
Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 
not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion 
 
Hymn 470 by Timothy Dudley-Smith (b 1926) 
 
Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 
 
Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, receive Your people's praise. 
 
Lord, for our land in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him, 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him: 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 
Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us - 
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 
past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

 
The Grace and the Vesper   
 
As we leave this time of worship,  
may we abide with our Lord and with each other,  
grafted and rooted and pruned.  
 
Lord, help us to stay connected to one another and 
to you,  
bearing fruit wherever your love takes us. 
Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and fellowship together in the Holy Spirit, be with 
us all, now and evermore. 
 
Take, oh take me as I am; summon out what I shall 
be; set your seal upon my heart, and live in me.  
Repeat 
 
Now let us all enjoy a cup of tea or coffee together. 


