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Dear 
 

Easter greetings to you all at Christ Church, Crane Moor and Green Moor!    

It has seemed slightly remote to pass through Lent in this separated manner, and the development of 

the Easter Story comes to us as light, almost at the end of our tunnel.  It is the good news that the self-

giving love of Jesus, faithful to death, overcomes evil.  We are renewed in mind and soul.  We are 

called out to be his people, forgiven, loved and free.   

We’ve got two birthdays in the next week at Christ church.  Happy birthday to you both. 

 On Wednesday 7th its Margaret Marsh 

 On Friday 9th its Sue Birch. 

We all are desperate for freedom from this dread disease, and at the Leadership Team last week the 

leaders focussed on how we will emerge from our restrictions on our worship and how as a church we 

will take this message of love and salvation into the world. 

I think we may be having some telephone conversations soon at Green Moor and Crane Moor about 

how we want to handle any easing of the restrictions over the next 2-3 months, if we choose to do so. 

At the Christ Church Leadership Team last week we took stock of what we mean by ‘worship’, for us in 

our traditions, and the people of Christ Church, with our love of music and fellowship.  We agreed that 

while we can read the Bible, and pray together and hear a sermon based on the Word, essential parts 

of coming to worship at Christ Church were to be able to sing together to the glory of God, and to be 

able to experience the society of others in social interaction.  I’m sure that is true for other churches 

too including Green Moor and Crane Moor.  And for many of us we decided it would be worth waiting 

until we can do that as a whole worship experience before we expect to be able to worship in a 

restricted manner.  So that means that Christ Church does not expect ‘full’ Sunday worship to start just 

yet.  I know that some churches are starting up after Easter, but we felt that this would be too early for 

Christ Church, with its other options for worship for some.  And we will be watching very closely the 

guidance on singing. 

We are fortunate to be able to worship together on line for many of us, and the weekly service sheet 

helps others.  We will continue with this.  But we focussed hard on how we could include those who 

cannot yet join the worship online for one reason or another.  And we had a few suggestions to take 

forward, and I need you to let me know if any of these could help you.  I know we asked this a few 
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months ago, and we have the results of that survey, but we want to have another go with a revised list 

of options. 

1. We have sorted being able to put the Sunday Service onto a DVD or onto a USB stick that can 

connect into a modern TV or a Tablet, and we have begun to trial these opportunities this 

week.  If successful this should add a few more people to the Sunday experience, even if they 

are not online. 

 

2. Some people have earlier tried out having someone join them in their own home, so that they 

can watch the service and have a coffee together.  In one case it was one person who went to 

the house of a couple, and another was a couple who were picked up by another couple to 

share the service at one home.  We think that now there is some permitted meeting in homes 

coming soon, from May 17th, two households can join together in this way again.  So we are 

asking three questions here:   

a. If you cannot see the service at the moment, would you like to join with another 

household to do so?  It might not be possible every week.  It would depend on each 

other’s commitments. 

b. If you can see the service at the moment, would you be prepared to host another 

household on a Sunday morning?  Again it would depend on each other’s 

commitments.  In some cases the person(s) might be able to get to you without a lift.  

If a lift is needed would you be able to do that? 

c. Would you be prepared to take your laptop or tablet to the home of a member who 

cannot get online, and who is not able to get out of the house to visit another home, in 

order to watch the service from their home?  We could help with you having a dongle 

that would enable your laptop to access the internet. 

 

3. If we were able to open the church on a Sunday morning, for a socially distanced and Covid 

secure opportunity to watch the Sunday Service projected onto a big screen, would that be of 

interest to you?  There would be music and hymns playing on the screen, but singing would 

not be possible.  However, it would mean that you could share in the service, in the company 

of others, but without needing to be online yourself.  This would mean that you would have to 

be able to get to church by car or on foot as we cannot arrange transport. 

I hope in these ways we will enable more of our congregation to share the Sunday Service, until we 

can celebrate our faith in a full order of worship.  It will need willing volunteers to make it happen 

during this pandemic.  If you are interested in any of the options, please tick the options you are 

interested in on the attached card and stick it in the post. 

I hope and pray that through these measures we will begin to re-build the worshipping 

congregation and begin to emerge from this separated time. 

 

Gwen and I send you all our love and best wishes. 

 

Ian  
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Rev Ian Lucraft, 136 Wadsley Lane, Sheffield, S6 4EE  
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