
 

         Week of the 14th March 2021 
WEEKLY NEWS LETTER  

Looking Up - Mothering Sunday 

Dear  

The theme for this week is Looking Up and Mothering Sunday. Looking up can mean 

looking up in to the sky or the air or into someone's face because they are taller than you. It 

can mean that you admire a person for some particular reason and so revere or respect them 

in some way and so look up to them and perhaps try to emulate them. Or it may mean that 

you are investigating something or trying to find something out and so perhaps are looking 

up some information in a book or on the internet. Perhaps another sense, on Mothering 

Sunday is that of the baby or child looking up into their mother's face desiring to find love 

and reassurance and security. This too perhaps is the aspiration of all mothers to provide 

such emotions, but we know that desires and aspirations are not always met. We will 

meditate on these things in the service. 

There are three birthdays coming up during the week following Mothering Sunday. On the  

15th  it is Kathryn Oakley, on the 16th it is Kath Ritallic and on the 17th  it will be Matthew 

Morgan. We wish each of them a Happy Birthday.  

There have been some first this last week - vaccinations and Freya at nursery. 

The Meeting Place has decided it should be open for two sessions per week. The numbers of 

members now feeling the need to venture down means we are in danger of exceeding the 

number of 15 allowed, although it is possible to read the rules and believe that the 

volunteers should not be counted in this figure. The wording seems to have subtly changed. 

However, after taking advice from Public Health during the previous lockdown we feel it 

sensible to stick with 15 altogether, including the volunteers. After some discussion with the 

Christ Church Stocksbridge 
Green Moor Methodist 

Church 
Crane Moor Methodist 

Church 



volunteers, we decided that an additional session on Monday afternoons for two hours was 

manageable, with a rota system for the volunteers. Even with distributing those who have 

expressed a desire to come, evenly between the two sessions, it may become tricky to 

manage, but we will do our best and hopefully it won't be for long. Please pray for all of us. 

Thank you. 

As Lent is progressing, The Churches Together in Stocksbridge and Deepcar have made 

arrangements for the Cross to be lit as usual on Maundy Thursday - April 1st - so please 

look out for that. 

The Childrens Sponsored Walk has started and continuing and money is coming in, but 

there is still time to sponsor either individual children or give a blanket donation for all of 

them, to Simon directly as per your usual method.   

We have now put up the picture rails around the entrance to the Hall. They are all ready to 

receive their first pictures / wall hangings or whatever. It has been suggested we have a 

"hanging committee" to organise this, though this may not be quite the correct terminology 

or image we want to portray!! However, we hope that we will soon be able to enhance the 

appearance of the entrance hall. 

Also, you may also have received notice about the Census, which is to be carried out on the 

21st March. If you are not confident about completing the census on line - call 0800 131 

2021 to find out about the nearest Census Support Centre who can provide help. My 

understanding is that paper copies can be obtained, but it doesn't actually make that clear on 

the accompanying information sheet ! Contact the Support Centre to find out. 

Have a good week and stay safe. 

Thanks and God Bless you all. 
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