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ROCKY RELATIONSHIPS 

Sunday 28th February 2021 
Opening Music O Lord Hear My Prayer from Taitzé 

Call to worship:  
Holy God, we come from our busy lives. 
We often forget that you walk with us. 
As we gather now, help us to be more aware of who 
you are. 
Give us the courage to admit when we don’t 
understand,  
so that we might grow more like you in all we do.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving.  Created and Read by 
Frank Hardman 

The Lord's Prayer 

Joys and Concerns & Offertory Prayer.  
All things come from you Oh God and of your own do 
we give you. Use our gifts of time, talents and money in 
your service.  Amen.    

First Hymn 464 STF John Bell & Graham Maule  

1. God it was who said to Abraham, "Pack your bags 
and travel on". God it was who said to Sarah "Smile 
and soon you'll bear a son." Travelling folk and aged 
mothers wand'ring when they thought they'd done. This 
is how we find God's people, leaving all because of 
One. 

2. God it was who said to Moses, "Save my people, part 
the sea". God it was who said to Miriam, " Sing and 
dance to show you're free". Shepherd-saints and 
tambourinists doing what God knew they could - this is 
how we find God's people liberating what they should. 

3. God it was who said to Joseph "Down your tools and 
take your wife". God it was who said to Mary  "In your 
womb, I'll start my life." Carpenter and country maiden 
leaving town and trade and skills - this is how we find 
God's people moved by what their Maker wills. 

 4. Christ it was who said "Zacchaeus I would like to eat 
with you." Christ it was who said to Martha "Listening's 
what you need to do." Civil servants and housekeepers 
changing places at a cost-this is how Christ summons 
people calling both the loved and lost. 

5. In this crowd which spans the ages, with these saints 
whom we revere, God wants us to share their purpose 
starting now and starting here. So we celebrate our calling 
so we raise both heart and voice, as we pray that through 
our living more we find they are God's choice. 

The Lectionary Readings: Genesis 17.1-7,15-18 Psalm 
22.23-31; Romans 4.13-25; Mark 8.31-35 

First Reading. Genesis 17.1-7,15-18 Read by Sam Real 

The Covenant of Circumcision 
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord 
appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty walk 
before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make 
my covenant between me and you and will greatly 
increase your numbers.” 3 Abram fell facedown, and God 
said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: 
You will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will 
you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I 
have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make 
you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings 
will come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me and you and your 
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be 
your God and the God of your descendants after you. 
15 God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, 
you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be 
Sarah. 16 I will bless her and will surely give you a son 
by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of 
nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” 
17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to 
himself, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years 
old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” 18 And 
Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael might live under 
your blessing!” 
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We bring to you the struggles of the world. A world 
where the pandemic has touched every country 
bringing illness, suffering and death. Where all 
aspects of life have been disrupted and governments 
and scientists are struggling to find solutions. We 
pray that solutions may be found and that countries 
will co-operate in finding a way forward.
 We bring to you our own country, disrupted by the 
pandemic. We remember before you those who have 
suffered illness, pain and bereavement. That you 
will bring comfort and hope. We remember doctors, 
nurses and support staff who have faced the ravages 
of this illness each day and pray that they will be 
enabled to cope with the increased stress and work 
load. We remember the virologists and 
immunologists working tirelessly to find solutions 
praying that their work will take us into a more 
secure future.
We bring to you all people who are suffering the 
economic consequences of our present situation. 
Those who have lost jobs, those in debt and those 
suffering mentally. We pray that they will not lose 
hope. We think of those who are giving support and 
help to those suffering in this way and give thanks 
for their dedication.
We bring to you members of our families, members 
of our congregations and friends for whom we have 
particular concerns at this time and name them 
before you in the silence of our own hearts. 

Short period of silence
 
Finally we bring to you ourselves asking that as we 
enter a new week we will be given strength for each 
day’s journey whether we face pain, disappointment, 
difficulties or joy and that as we see signs of new 
life in the world around us may we have our hope 
for the future restored.

We bring to you these our prayers in the name of 
Christ. Amen

Blessing 
Lord, as we go out into your world this week, help 
us to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow 
you. In the name of Christ. Amen. 
The Grace 
Vesper Take Oh take me as I am 
Take Oh take me as I am; Summon out what I shall 
be; Set your seal upon my heart and live in me. X 2 

Now let’s all enjoy a cup of coffee or tea together. 

Closing Music  Let there be love shared   
   among us     Dave Bilbrough

Second Reading.  Mark 8:31-35  Read by Jennifer Hardman. 
Jesus Predicts His Death

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three 
days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But when Jesus turned 
and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, 
Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, 
but merely human concerns.” 34 Then he called the crowd to 
him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life[a] will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.

WORD

SECOND HYMN 489 StF Graham Kendrick

1. All I once held dear, built my life upon
All this world reveres, and wars to own
All I once thought gain I have counted loss
Spent and worthless now, compared to this

Chorus
Knowing You, Jesus  Knowing You
There is no greater thing  You're my all, You're the best
You're my joy, my righteousness  And I love You, Lord

2.Now my heart's desire is to know You more
To be found in You and known as Yours
To possess by faith what I could not earn
All-surpassing gift of righteousness

Chorus
3.Oh, to know the power of Your risen life 
And to know You in Your sufferings 
To become like You in Your death, my Lord 
So with You to live and never die 

Chorus 
And I love You, Lord 

Prayers of Intercession.   From Amy and David Beatson 

Gracious and ever listening God we come into your 
presence to lay before you the concerns we have for the 
world, for those we love and for ourselves.
We bring to you the troubles of the world. Particularly at 
this time we think of the United States with its inner 
conflicts brought to a head in the recent elections. Praying 
that the new President will be enabled to bring unity. We 
remember too the unrest in Myanmar praying that the 
elected government can be reinstated and praying also for 
the Rohingya people that they may be allowed to live in 
peace. We pray too for China and Russia where opposition 
of any kind is met with brutality. We pray for tolerance, 
freedom of speech and more openness to prevail.


