
 

         Week of the 28th February 2021 
WEEKLY NEWS LETTER  

Rocky Relationships 

Dear  

The theme for this week is "Rocky Relationships." This is reference to a "spat" between 

Jesus and Peter, which we will read about in the Gospel reading. Relationship is also at the 

heart of the nature of prayer. Something we will be touching on this week in the first of our 

"Mid-week Fellowship" meetings. As I am actually writing this before the 25th I cannot say 

how it went, but I can share a bit of a preview.  

No one truly knows what prayer is or how it works. There is no agreed definition amongst 

theologians or clergy. Many of us struggle with questions about how to do prayer, what to 

say, when and where and whether prayer is answered and how to respond if it isn't. I know I 

do at times. But if we think of prayer as relationship, prayer then becomes the means of 

communication (that word again!) by which our relationship with God is nurtured, and a 

means of opening our hearts to God's love and thereby opening up channels for God's love 

to flow to others.  

Please feel free to join us - Simon has included the details about accessing the ZOOM link 

in last weeks mailing. Thursday 25th at 2.0pm. 

We have had two birthdays this week -  24th  Jenny Hardman and 27th Kirsty Oakley 

We are pleased to know that Mavis is home from hospital, and our thoughts and prayers are 

with all of you who have health concerns or just feeling the frustrations of the continuing 

limitations of lock down. We have also been particularly thinking of the problems in Texas 

and members of Katie's family who have been affected by it. We wish them well. 
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The executive team met this week to think about the future and considered that there are 

three main areas for us, as church, to look at. Firstly, Worship and what factors may affect 

our return to holding services in church. Secondly Worship and how we increase the 

availability of our on-line worship to those not yet connected and thirdly how we might 

more effectively connect with our community, especially as lock-down is eased. We were 

clear that the first issue is dependent on both government announcements as well as 

recommendations by the national churches, and so at present we cannot do anything 

practical about this. We will initiate the second with Ian and Simon bringing some practical 

proposals to the next Leadership Team with a view to activating them sooner rather than 

later. Although we have talked about this previously, I think we didn't realise we would still 

be in this position a year on, so apologies for not getting on with it before. We are 

committed to doing it now, as we see that even when worship in church is resumed, on-line 

access is still going to be required. These two issues, together with the third area will be the 

main focus of the next Leadership team meeting. 

We have received information from Churches Together in Stocksbridge and District, that 

they are planning for The Cross to be erected on April 1st - Maundy Thursday, as usual, 

don't forget to look out for it ! 

Thanks and God Bless you all. 
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