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Dear 
 

Greetings to you at Christ Church, Crane Moor and Green Moor! 

Gwen and I are very pleased here to be getting our jabs on Tuesday this week.  But we know that we 

still have to follow the precautions, as we are doing very carefully.  But it does give a glimmer of hope! 

Rachel Proctor, who is The Meeting Place Co-ordinator, wrote to me with some lovely news this week.  

She had asked me a few weeks ago if I thought a pen-pal project between The Meeting Place and the 

school where she used to work would be OK.  Of course I said yes, knowing that the proper 

precautions would be in place. 

And this is what she wrote to me: 

I also forgot to mention to you that the pen pal project between a Y5 class at 

Stocksbridge juniors and members of The Meeting Place and some other people 

within the community has taken off! 

 21 children are involved and each have a pen pal now.  Letters were received from 

the children just before Christmas and they have now received their letters back last 

week. Their teacher said that they were very excited to be receiving their letters and 

couldn't believe that their questions had been answered! 

Hopefully this will continue and maybe in time when restrictions are less, the class 

could visit the church and potentially some of their pen-pals. They could even help 

plant something in the new garden project. 

Isn’t this wonderful!  Well done Rachel.  Please pass on our congratulations to those involved at The 

Meeting Place. 

 

Sunday 7th February 2021 



 

I’ve had a long and very moving letter from Chris and Barbara Bristow, at Greaves House Farm, this 

week.  The work they do there with volunteers and people with learning difficulties is amazing.  We 

see them sometimes in church, and the love and dedication they put into their work at the farm is 

inspirational.  You can see some pictures and news and details about the farm and its work here : 

http://www.greavehousefarmtrust.org.uk/ .  Do have a look. 

For those of you who haven’t had a chance to be near the church buildings recently, I want to tell you 

that we have done some tree maintenance.  At the rear of the church, next to the Chinese, the trees 

up and along the bank of the stream were overgrown and crowding out the light from that side.  The 

Meeting Place has got a grant to create a new garden space along there, and prior to that work we 

have cleared the space and pollarded the trees.  They look very shorn at the moment, but I assure you 

that they will grow lovely crowns of new growth, that will look beautiful in a couple of years, without 

overwhelming the light and space.  It might look like a French formal garden!. 

At the same time, we were anxious about the long boughs of the trees that line the works side of the 

car-park; we were worried that one might drop on the cars and people below.  So while the tree 

surgeons were on-site, we got them to tidy up these long boughs too and it all looks a lot better.  And 

they also cleared the ground of the scrub that had grown behind the electricity transformer station 

down to the river wall at the bottom.  (I still have in mind that one day we might get a grant to develop 

a leisure walk through that woodland, with a seat or two.  The old men can sit and look at the works!!  

And the children might have stories and those in wheelchairs might have a relaxing moment there.) 

We’re glad to hear that Kathryn Oakley is feeling better after having Covid and is back at work.  Angela 

and Stephen Dixon’s son is a bit better too at home. 

We heard this week that Mavis has been taken into hospital but as I write I have not yet found out how 

she is.  In the meantime our love and prayers go to her. 

We don’t know yet any details about Ian Austin’s funeral.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Kathryn 

and her family. 

You may get this letter on Tuesday, when it is the interment of David Hurrell’s ashes at Bolsterstone at 

1.00pm.  Of course that too is subject to restrictions, but if you know about it in time perhaps you will 

think of Andrew and us there. 

 

Gwen and I send you all our love and best wishes. 

 

 

 

Ian Lucraft 

Christ Church Stocksbridge LEP, Manchester Road, Stocksbridge, S36 1DY : 0114 288 7899 
Rev Ian Lucraft, 136 Wadsley Lane, Sheffield, S6 4EE  

ianlucraft@btinternet.com : 0114 234 7153 : 07428 744 014 
  Website for Worship is www.christchurchonline.org  :  and on Facebook at @christchurchstocksbridge 
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