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Authority 
 
Mark has described how Jesus drew his team together, and now he tells us about the beginning of 

his active ministry.  

Jesus’ first act is, in some respects, very traditional. He goes to the synagogue on the Sabbath and 

teaches in the rabbinic tradition. Mark tells us nothing of what he said, but he does record the great 

impression he made on the congregation.  

 Scribes often presented a range of opinions from earlier scholars, then left the 

congregations to make up their own minds.  

 Jesus’ teaching is clearly much more authoritative. It carries conviction and leaves people 

feeling that they had heard the ‘word of the Lord’. 

Jesus’ words chime with his actions. His powerful words lead to a word of power as he overcomes 

the unclean spirit that is tormenting the man. The story reflects a battle of wills as the spirit 

attempts to gain control over Jesus by using his name and identifying him as ‘the Holy One of God’ 

(v.24). In many forms of magic, knowing a name is a source of power. In the face of this, Jesus is 

able to defeat the spirit with one word (in Greek): Silence! And the spirit can no longer speak, only 

scream as it leaves the man (v.26).    

I’m not sure what this demon was or how this happened.  But Mark again emphasises the impact 

this has on the congregation – they are amazed and there is a hubbub of conversation as they 

discuss what they have just witnessed. In a society where much illness was put down to ‘unclean 

spirits’, the power to control them was astonishing, and it’s not surprising that Jesus’ reputation 

spreads rapidly. But his hearers have not forgotten his teaching, and they recognise the link 

between his teaching and his broader authority (v.27).  

John Robinson says that Jesus does what no Jewish leaders would do; he puts himself in the place 

of God and ‘speaks as God’.  No wonder they were shocked, offended, and no wonder people heard 

his authority.  Even though it might not be the kind of authority they were used to.  Look at the 

picture on the sheet.  Here is authority in a simple relationship of care and openness.  And it is in 

that same authority that Jesus speaks to us still, out of the pages of the Gospel, into our hearts, 

with the words he speaks and the actions he takes.   It is not because of any role he holds; it is his 

words and his actions.  If we look round today, whose words and actions do we see and trust and 

follow?  

Above all 

it is Jesus.   

It is for us 

to live 

that life 

of Christ 

today. 

 


