
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
 
Call to worship 
 
The Lord called the disciples to be fishers of men and 
women. 
He calls us to follow him, to trust in, rely on and have 
confidence in him.  
Come, let us cast our nets into his waters and offer 

ourselves in worship and praise.  Amen. 
 
Hymn : 660 : by Martin Leckebusch 

 
Called by Christ to be disciples 
every day in every place, 
we are not to hide as hermits 
but to spread the way of grace; 
citizen’s of heaven’s kingdom, 
though this world is where we live, 
as we serve a faithful Master, 
faithful service may we give. 
 
Richly varied are our pathways, 
many callings we pursue: 
may we use our gifts and talents 
always, Lord, to honour you; 
so in government or commerce, 
college, hospice, farm or home, 
whether volunteers or earning, 
may we see your kingdom come. 
 
Hard decisions may confront us, 
urging us to compromise; 
still obedience is our watchword –  
make us strong and make us wise! 
Secular is turned to sacred, 
made a precious offering, 
as our daily lives are fashioned 
in submission to our King. 

 
Welcome and Activity 
Joys and Concerns 
Offertory Prayer 
 
Lectionary 
 
Jonah 3.1-5,10; Psalm 62.5-12; 1 Corinthians 7.29-31; 
Mark 1.14-20  

 
Bible Reading : Mark 1.14-20 
 
Jesus Calls Four Fishermen 
14 After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee 
and preached the Good News from God. 15 “The right 
time has come,” he said, “and the Kingdom of God is  

 
 
near!  Turn away from your sins and believe the Good 
News!” 
16 As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw 
two fishermen, Simon and his brother Andrew, catching 
fish with a net. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come with me, and 
I will teach you to catch people.” 18 At once they left their 
nets and went with him. 
19 He went a little farther on and saw two other brothers, 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were in their 
boat getting their nets ready. 20 As soon as Jesus saw 
them, he called them; they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired men and went with Jesus. 

 
Word 
 
Hymn 659 : by Claire Stainsby 

 
As dawn awakes another day, 
the working sphere rolls into view, 
and all attention centres on 
the many tasks we have to do. 
 
Distracted by demands of time, 
and squeezed by pressures, deadlines, needs, 
there’s scarcely any space or thought 
from you from whom all life proceeds. 
 
You challenge some to leave their nets 
and follow unfamiliar ways, 
but most are called to live their faith 
in humdrum tasks of working days. 
 
Affirm us, Lord, as we employ 
our hands and minds in every place, 
let worship flow through busyness, 
responding to your love and grace. 
 
Your patience is our endless hope, 
your Spirit present to inspire, 
the freedom to explore your truth, 
your loving service our desire. 
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Times of our Age 
 
A Poem by Kevin Wild 
 
I know that I frustrate you, 
Though I can’t remember why. 
I know you’re sometimes angry, 
And simply want to cry. 
If I could have a moment, 
To be my long lost self, 
I’d tell you that I’m sorry, 
That my memory’s somewhere else. 
I would give everything I have, 
To be the one you knew, 
To know from day to day, 
All the things I have to do. 
I’d ask you to be patient, 
With what is now an empty shell, 
And hold me and stay with me, 
As I fight this living hell. 
I know my mind is failing, 
And my yesterdays have gone, 
So help with my tomorrow’s, 
Until my life is done. 
 

Word 
Prayers 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings caught in your 
net of good news.  
Thank you for the changes you have brought about in our 
lives,  
and the difference you continue to make as we follow 
and learn from you. 
Thank you that you never ask us to go beyond our 

capabilities.  

Thank you for the many blessings we receive when we 

follow through on what you ask of us. 

May we be a blessing to others in your name, by 

spreading the good news.  Loving Lord,  

thank you that you meet us where we are, 

in the middle and muddle of our daily lives. 

Help us to hear your call,  

to recognise your voice,  

and to respond to your invitation 

to follow you whatever we might be doing.  

Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Hymn  621, by Mary Louise Bringle b 1953 

When memory fades and recognition falters,  
when eyes we love grow dim, and minds confused, 
speak to our souls of love that never alters;  
speak to our hearts by pain and fear abused.  
O God of life and healing peace, 
empower us with patient courage, by your grace infused.  
 
As the frailness grows, and youthful strengths diminish 
in weary arms, which worked their earnest fill, 
your aging servants labour now to finish 
their earthly tasks as fits your mystery's will. 
We grieve their waning, yet rejoice, believing, 
your arms, unwearied, shall uphold us still. 
--- 
Within your Spirit, goodness lives unfading. 
The past and future mingle into one. 
All joys remain, un-shadowed light pervading. 
No valued deed will ever be undone. 
Your mind enfolds all finite acts and offerings, 
Held in your heart, our deathless life is won! 
 

The Grace and the Vesper   

May the blessing of God Almighty,  Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit be with us all and remain with us always.  
 
Take, oh take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; set 
your seal upon my heart, and live in me.  Repeat 
 
Now let us all enjoy a cup of tea or coffee together.  
 
 Dr. Mary Louise 
(Mel) Bringle is a 
professor at Brevard 
College, Brevard, 
North Carolina, 
where she teaches 
philosophy and 
religious studies. She  
attends Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
where she is an elder. 
She is also a recent 
president of the 
Hymn Society in the 
United States and 
Canada and served as 
the chair of the Presbyterian Committee on 
Congregational Song, the group responsible for the most 
recent Presbyterian (PCUSA) hymnal, Glory to God (2013).  
 

"When Memory Fades, and Recognition Falters” was 
written for a friend’s mother with Alzheimer’s. This Hymn 
about the beginning journey into the shadows of 
Alzheimer’s is thought to be the first such Hymn. 


