
SERMON 17TH JANUARY 2021.    COME AND SEE 

Communication - Does God Have a Problem and does it matter ? 

Some of you may recognise this as the title of my book, published in the middle of 
last year. This is not a marketing exercise, as the book covers other things from 
what I want to talk about this morning, but it seems an appropriate introduction to 
the theme running through all the lectionary readings for today, - Communication. 


How does Good communicate with us and what can we do to create the 
conditions in which we might increase our chances of recognising God's 
communication with us - both as individuals and collectively as a church family.


In the first reading from Samuel, we find Samuel asleep when he is woken up 
thinking that someone is calling his name. Naturally he goes to see the only other 
person there with him in the temple - Eli. Eli denies it and sends him back to bed. 
This happens again. On the third occasion the penny drops for Eli - it must be the 
Lord.


Eli tells Samuel to go and rest quietly in the darkness and wait and be alert for God 
to call again.


The fact that it took three goes for Eli to cotton on that it was God who was 
speaking, may say something about Eli's own relationship with God - after all he 
was having problems with his sons and which were in fact the cause of the 
message Samuel was to deliver.


But what chance do we have, you may ask, if it took a professional three goes to 
realise it was God who was communicating ?

Why did God need to speak through Samuel to Eli, after all he had already 
communicated these things to Eli directly ? 

Was it confirmation of God's intentions, as Eli had not heeded God's warnings ?

that required a third party approach ?

But God is persistent - could it be that if we resist long enough, i.e. Eli had done 
nothing to correct his sons' behaviour, he may have to try different methods ? 
Think of Jonah trying to escape going to Nineveh - he ended up inside a whale !


Think about "your Samuel moments" - when God has tried to communicate with 
you and any resistance you might have put up and did God try other avenues to 
get his message across ? How did or should you have responded to him ? 


Although we have not read the Psalm and the Epistle readings, God's 
communication is still evident. In the Psalm - the psalmist is totally immersed in the 
fact that God and the Holy Spirit are part of all aspects of his life and knows him 
completely and communicates constantly:


You have searched me, Lord, 
    and you know me. 



2  
You know when I sit and when I rise; 
    you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3  
You discern my going out and my lying down; 
    you are familiar with all my ways. 
4  
Before a word is on my tongue 
    you, Lord, know it completely. 

And in Paul's letter to the Corinthians, God is communicating the idea, through 
Pauls writings that "our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in us, whom 
we received from God and so we are not our own" 

And in the reading from John, we hear that Jesus speaks directly to Philip and then 
uses him to call Nathanial i.e. God communicates with Nathanial through a third 
party. Philip explains who Jesus is. But Nathanial is sceptical, he puts up barriers 
and says "are you are kidding me - can any good thing come out of Nazareth ?" 
Philip replies "Come and see." He doesn't try to persuade Nathanial by further 
argument and explanations but simply says  "Come and see, Come and see Jesus 
for yourself". 

So Nathanial responds and goes with Philip. And on his encounter with Jesus, 
Jesus says that he knows him because he saw him under a fig tree before Philip 
called him. Nathanial is blown away, and he believes - but Jesus says that  
although Nathanial believes because of this, he will see greater things than this.  


Here Jesus is communicating that he has great insights into Nathanial's character 
and whereabouts - an amazing concept but isn't that what we believe today, that 
Jesus knows us and communicates with us where we are.We don't know how it 
works but believe it does. 


So these passages illustrate how God may communicate with us - directly, through 
a third party, persistently and through the Holy Spirit within us, and is succinctly 
illustrated in the following poem   :


Not only in words - A poem by K Gire, from Windows of the Soul: Hearing God in the 
Everyday Moments of Your Life, Zondervan, 2017, ISBN 978-0310352273 

Why do you want me to speak? 
Is not my presence sufficient for you? 
The kiss of my love in the sunlight, 
Or the scent of my being on a flower? 

Why do you want me to speak, 
When I hug you in the embrace of a friend? 
When I move you by the fall of a song? 
When I show you the scars on my hands? 



Why do you ask me to speak, 
When I use other voices not mine? 
For mine is the cry of the stranger, 
The hungry, the prisoner, the poor. 

Why do you ask me to speak, 
When I've spoken so often before? 
Heed my world, read my Word 
Seek my Son and then you will hear me.  

And if we re-call the Michel Qoist meditation from our service of music with 
Margaret, "If the Note Said " - We are unique and God calls us by name as an 
individual - only we can do what he calls us to do.


But of course, this is all very well, the trick is actually discerning God's 
communication with us amidst the cacophony of noise and experience that 
bombards us constantly in every day life. So how can we increase our chances of 
recognising God's Communication ? What can we do ? 


The first thing, I think, is to accept with the Psalmist, that God knows us and the 
Holy Spirit is within us and so all our being and all of our everyday experiences and 
interactions are of God. Thus, the issue then becomes not how do we distinguish 
between what is God and what is not, but of all the things we might consider 
responding to, which of them is our particular "Samuel moment" at this point in 
time ?


Helpful things might be to find a quiet place in which to be alert and expectant OR 
to talk to someone we can trust OR to risk "Coming to see - trying something out" 
to see if it is truly of God, regular prayer and reading the bible - alone or with 
others. To consider the persistence of our "nudges" and the variety of things that 
seem to be pointing in the same direction.


So this week - take time to think what is my "Samuel" moment, shall I come and 
see or can I ask / invite someone else to come and see.


And let us be open to the fact that this message or experience may not only be for 
me as an individual, but may be for all our church family - so let us be ready to 
share it.


Amen.


