
Development Update 3: September 2013 
 
There’s lots to report in this new edition of the Development Update; and if 
you have any comments or questions please ask me or speak to one of the 
Leadership Team. 
 
New Hall:  The planners have now agreed the detail of new glass doors for 
the main entrance on the Manchester Road side.  We were initially 
disappointed they had asked for more detail.  But that is now resolved.  A 
structural engineer has been appointed by the church to oversee and advise 
on the foundations and make sure that the Link building is built to the correct 
strength as it joins the old foundations of the church.  He will be working for us 
throughout the building works, and ensuring that everything structural is built 
correctly.   The structural engineer will be digging some test holes in 
September in the space where the Link is going to be built to examine the 
foundations of the church.  We are also very grateful to have the services of a 
specialist project manager to oversee legal compliance, health and safety, 
access, and the correct building arrangements, and this Christian specialist is 
donating his services to the church free of charge. Now that we have the front 
doors sorted, and once the engineer has reported, the building sub-group will 
be meeting in September to finalize the tendering arrangements.  The current 
plan is that we hope to go out to tender in October. 
 
Fund raising:  The fund-raising committee has been sending out letters and 
applications, and so far we have had some positive responses, and some 
‘sorry’ letters.  One of the positive letters is an offer from the Laing Family 
Trust to grant £5,000, when they have decided which element they want to 
fund.  We are working through these.  Jane, Mike and Ian are going to 
Warrington this week to present the details of the scheme to Veolia, who are 
considering our request for £100,000.  Other major applications are in hand 
with Biffa and Viridor.  Ian has spoken with the Methodist national property 
fund, and they are able to consider an application for a grant from national 
funds.  There are more funds that we will be able to apply for after that.  We 
have enough money to do the hall and link, but we want to make sure that we 
get some grants so that we can hold some of our money back for 
improvements in the church. 
 
The Choir Seating: Part of the original agreement over the union of the two 
churches included some changes to the way the church is arranged.  The new 
organ also supports this need to move the choir slightly away from the organ.  
I am also very keen that the lead the choir gives to the singing is supported by 
their being a bit closer to the congregation.  So the Property Group has been 
considering in detail how to arrange this.  At the recent meeting they have 
developed a plan for these changes.  Ian will be meeting the choir to consult 
on their views about this plan, and it will be discussed in the Leadership 
Team, and with others.  The plan includes:  removing the long choir pews; 

taking out the staging that holds the choir; replacing the current short platform, 
that doesn’t go under the choir, with a full length fixed platform from the front 
all the way to the back of the chancel; three additional rows of stepped seating 
for the choir; using some of the new church chairs, adapted for the choir, as 
seating in the new area; re-fixing the wood screen from the front of the choir to 
the back wall of the chancel, and installing a light-weight removable frontal in 
front of the choir.  We may decide to have a step at the bottom platform level, 
or just one level overall for the fixed platform.  We will also have a fixed wheel-
chair ramp to the fixed platform level.  This arrangement will provide four rows 
of seating for the choir, a very large platform area, and the flexible staging for 
the upper rows can be adapted when we need it to make a wider or longer 
platform area, or for stage elements for productions.  The staging elements 
are the best you can buy in their class, and each unit can hold the weight of a 
car; they are very strong and stable.  The representative from the company 
that will build them for us, when we place the final order, is coming to show 
the committee and choir representatives the staging on Tuesday 10

th
 

September.  We plan to complete this work before Christmas, so we can use it 
for our Christmas Services. 
 
Storage Container:  Before we can start the work on the choir stalls, and 
finish the initial work in the Organ Loft, we have to remove the material stored 
under the choir.  The Property Group has looked at several options, each of 
which has cost and time issues.  They have decided to rent a steel storage 
container for a year, and to place it between the kitchen wall and the 
Manchester Road Wall.  It is expected to arrive in the next two weeks. 
 
Graveyard:  The work has started on the new gateway and lych-gate to 
provide a new access to the church from the car parks, so that as the building 
works get going we can still get into church!  The contractors have done a 
very neat job so far at the time of writing, and Roy is preparing to build the 
lych-gate.  It will all make a big improvement to the access and view of the 
church and the graveyard.  We are grateful to the Sheldon Trust who are 
considering a grant to cover the graveyard path and wall costs. 
 
Organ Loft:  Roy has done a great job of squeezing a small servery into the 
corner of the Organ Loft, and laying a level floor to be ready for the carpet. 
The Property Group has agreed to set on a painter to tidy the plasterwork and 
paint the walls.  Then the carpet will be installed once the kitchen units are 
fixed.  That is waiting for the material to be removed from under the choir.  We 
have been given a water heater and a fridge.  The heating engineer will be 
coming on September 23

rd
 and 24

th
 to remove the old heating coil that 

protected the former organ, and to install and new heater unit working off the 
main central heating system.  Once we have the Organ Loft in working order 
we can use it for a while until we have longer-term discussions about how we 
use the room and how we use it in association with the “Peace Chapel” space. 
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Notice-boards:  By the time you read this I hope the new notice-boards will 
have been erected.  We wanted them facing up and down Manchester Road, 
so that people see them from both directions.  This now means that we will be 
moving the small board with the glass doors, and we will be removing the old 
painted board. 
 
Flower Planters:  Ian and Mike met with the officers of Valley in Bloom 
recently to consider how we could work closely together for our mutual 
support during the re-building project.  They were very impressed with the 
plans and have sent us a letter of support that we have sent to funders.  We 
discussed putting some planters along the church railings to brighten up this 
end of town, and this fitted with our objectives to make the front entrance more 
alive and welcoming.  So we have agreed that we will seek some external  
funding for some planters, and we will plant them in the same colour scheme 
as the main scheme in the town.  They have also provided some contacts for 
us.  Ian is going to apply to the Co-op charity for funds for this. 
 
Peace Chapel:  The builder has now visited the church and is working out a 
price for installing the stone memorial from West End into the main wall of the 
space.  Roy has taken one of the Wesley memorials down so that he can 
make a nice wooden back for it, and for another brass memorial, to match the 
other memorials.  When the stone memorial is fixed in the wall, we will look at 
the walls and decide how best to place the other four memorials and the 
glass-framed list of service-men and women. 
 
Lay workers office space:  When the two new lay workers start in October, 
we need to find a place for them to use as their base.  They won’t be ‘in’ all 
the time, but they will need a base for their papers and to sit and work 
sometimes.  So the Property Group has decided that we will clear out the left-
hand small room in the hall, and place in there a desk that Ian can get free 
from another church.  That will provide a temporary home for them.  We will 
have to work out with them what they need in the interim while the hall is re-
built and when it is finished.  We will also be installing an internet connection 
that they and other church users can use.  This will be a portable unit, about 
the size of a phone, that will cater for up to five users at any one time.  
 
Minister’s Toilet:  We have noted that there has been a bit more subsidence 
of this extension part of the building and the Property Committee plan to 
consider this with the structural engineer in due course.  In the meantime the 
structure is still completely safe to use.  Therefore the Group has agreed that 
we will remove the cleaners’ tools and chemicals, and provide them with a 
small trolley for their equipment.  This trolley will be stored behind the curtain 
in the Lecture Room.  This will enable us to clean and tidy the toilet, put a coat 
of emulsion on the walls, and bring it back into service. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’ve got planning permission ! 
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